The CASE of ſeveral of His Majeſties Loyal Subjetts, 
very much oppreſſed, contrary to. the Laws of this Land 
as they are adviſed, humbly repreſented to the Honourg= 
ble the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeites, = Par- 
fament aſſembles, 


I. Y Act of Parliameat, inthe Year 1663. 400 Hackney Coachmen were Li- 

cenſed to ply in and about the Cities of Loxdon and Weſtminſter during that 
Parliament, and untill the firſt Seſſions of the next Parliament and no longer ex: 
cept continued. 

2. The faid Parliament being Diſſolved, and another Called and alſo Diflolved, 
and nothing done in that Aﬀair, the A& expired. 

3- We, the number of x00 Ancient Coachmen, who have ſerved perſons of 
Honour, and Gentlemen of Quality, all of us Loyal Subje&ts, and many of us ſuf- 
ferers for our Loyalty and Aﬀections to King Charles the Firſt of ever Bleſſed Me- 
mory, preſented our Petition to the then next Parliament, praying for the reaſons 
following to be added to the 400 formerly Lycenced. 

Reaſons. 1. That the Buildings and the Inhabitants were fo much increaſed that 
there was more occaſion for 500 then for 400 when the Act was made. 

2. That we being Ancient Coachmen bred up only to that Imploy, and had 
no other way to get Bread for our ſelves and poor Families. 

3. That we ſuppoſing that after the expiration of the aforeſaid Act of Parliament 
the ſame liberty might extend to us that all other Coachmen had, did lay out all 
our little Subſtance in buying Coach, Horſes, and other Conveniencies for our 
Calling, and accordingly followed our Calling, untill about May 1 683, we were by 
an Act of Common-Council prohibited from letting our Coaches to Hire in the C;- 
ty and Liberties of Loudon, and had ſeveral of our Coaches ſeized and carried to 
the Green-yard, and forced to redeem them with Fines, ſometimes 2o s others 
40 s and ſome 50s and ſome have paid 5 /. in ten days time : Others have been 
fold by them both Coach and Horſes, according to the will and pleaſure of thoſe 
Arbitrary Law-makers : Some of our perſons impriſoned, and there kept for the 
ſpace of three months ; others till they could ger Bail, and then put Fines upon 
them as they pleaſe. 

4. And by the exerciſe of this cruelty upon us, the Coachmen pretended to be 
Licenſed by the Common-Councel, did joyn together, and appoint 27 of their 
number to meet, and hold Conſults for raiſing of money amongſt themſelves, to 
ſuppreſs and ruine us in our Calling in the City, and Liberty of Weſtminſter allo, 
and did with money hire men, and keep us from our Imploy, until we did make 
our Agrievance known by our humble Petition to his moſt Gracious Majeſty King 
Charles II. of ever-blefſed Memory ; and the better to effect their deſign to ruine 
us, they have raiſed at ſeveral times 3200 /. and upwards. 

5. and /aſtly, Wethe oppreſfed have to our ruins ſtood ſeveral Suits with the faid 
400, and in all the faid Suits caſt them : but now our ſmall Subſtance being ſpent, 
and they having a great Stock of Money, we mult ſuffer under their Proſecution, 
unleſs prevented by the Goodneſs of this Parliament. 


Wherefore we moſt humbly beſeech your Honours to take the premiſſes into your [e- 
rious conſideration, that when our Petition ſhall be preſented unto your confideration, 
70 vouchſafe us relief according as to your Wiſdoms ſhall ſeem meet ; and we and all 
the reſt, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Tho. Whittle, 
Peter Welch, 


Tho, Genings. 


Tho. C Hun ; Lewss Morris. 
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